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Message from the President 
Vicki Blair 

Many of you have heard the story of the wooden 
bowl.  For those of you who haven’t, it goes 
something like this: 

A frail old man went to live with his son, 
daughter-in-law, and four-year-old grandson.  
The old man’s hands trembled, his eyesight was 
blurred, and his step faltered.  The family ate 
together at the table each night but the elderly 
grandfather’s shaky hands and failing eyesight 
made eating difficult.  Peas rolled off his spoon onto the floor, silverware was 
sometimes dropped, and milk often sloshed onto the tablecloth. 

The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess and decided that 
something had to be done.  So the husband and his wife set a small table in the 
corner.  There, Grandfather ate alone while the rest of the family enjoyed 
dinner.  Since Grandfather had broken a dish or two, his food was served in a 
wooden bowl.  When the couple would glance in Grandfather’s direction, they 
would sometimes see tears in his eyes as he ate alone.  Still, they only had 
admonishments for his frailties. 

The 4 yr. old watched it all in silence.  One evening before the family meal, his 
father noticed his son playing with wood scraps on the floor.  He asked the 
child what he was making.  The boy sweetly responded: “Oh, I’m making a 
little bowl for you and Mama to eat your food out of when I grow up.”  The 
little boy just smiled and went back to work. 

These words rendered the parents speechless.  Then tears started to stream 
down their cheeks.  Though no word was spoken, both knew what must be 
done.  That evening the husband took Grandfather’s hand and gently led him 
back to the family table.  And for the remainder of his days he ate every meal 
with the family and no one cared any longer if a fork was dropped, milk was 
spilled, or the tablecloth soiled. 

What a wonderful message – that no matter what happens or how bad things 
seem today, life goes on and it will be better tomorrow.  And as I think about 
this lesson learned, I ponder other lessons of life: 

I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the way they handle a 
rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas lights. 

I’ve learned that, regardless of your relationship with your parents, you’ll 
miss them when they’re gone from your life. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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We are pleased to welcome the following as NEW 
and RE-NEW members of SCPHA: 

Organization 
Circle Park/Florence Alcohol & Drug Abuse Commission 
- Randy Cole, Exec Dir 

Welcome New Members! 

I’ve learned that making a “living” is not the same 
thing as making a “life.” 

I’ve learned that life sometimes gives you a second 
chance. 

I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a 
catcher’s mitt on both hands.  You need to be able 
to throw something back. 

I’ve learned that if you pursue happiness, it will 
elude you.  But, if you focus on your faith, your 
family, your friends, the needs of others, your 
work, and doing the very best you can, happiness 
will find you. 

I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have 
to be one. 

I’ve learned that every day you should reach out and 
touch someone. 

And most importantly, I’ve learned that I still have a 
lot to learn. 

As we go through this year together, let’s also learn 
together.  And as we do so, let’s never forget that what 
we do on a daily basis as public health practitioners can 
touch and affect so many people.  And on those days 
when we need some motivation, some incentive, 
something to propel us forward, just remember that 
people will forget what you said…people will forget what 
you did…but people will never forget how you made 
them feel!  Abundant blessings to you all!  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Message from the Immediate Past President 
Larry A. White 

Ahoy mates..  As we end another great year here at The 
South Carolina Public Health Association, we, I would 
like to thank all of you for all you have done to make this 
year an overwhelming success.  As we sail into another 
year of growing and educating the citizens of South 
Carolina, I hope that you did find your “Fit” in the Public 
Health.  If not, keep looking for it and when you find 
your “Fit”, then use it to make South Carolina one of the 
“healthiest” states in all of this USA.  

We had a great year with the many planned activities 
beginning with our newly elected officers’ orientation, 
golf tournament, Winter Conference, Public Health 
Month and culminating with our Annual Meeting in 
May. Thanks to all of the Program Coordinators for 
making these events successful!!! If you missed and of 
these events, I encourage you to please visit our webpage 
www.scpha.com to keep abreast of the many events and 
dates for our 2012-2013 year. 

In all of our educational events as aforementioned, we 
had some of the best presenters within our state, 
neighboring states and federal agencies.  I would like to 
thank all of them for coming to South Carolina and 
making us aware of the issues that are happening on the 
Interstate, and yes, even the National level, and how we 
here in South Carolina can begin preparing ourselves for 
these and other issues.     

To all of our volunteers, thank you for being there for the 
Association.  We couldn’t have done it without you and 
your thoughtfulness.  Please continue to be of service to 
the association and also, if you are not a member, please 
think about joining.  We are always in need of a few more 
members.  Join us!!! 

As my theme of “Public Health: Where Do I Fit?” comes 
to an end and our new President comes in with her 

theme. Let’s remember to 
“shine” our Public Health 
Light everywhere we go and 
share our professionalism and 
expertise as often as we can to 
whoever will listen...  We have 
got to let people know what 
we do as an association, as 
well as, how they can become a 
part of our organization.  
Spread the good news of 
Public Health!!!  We have to 
also remember that in order to 
grow and become a better 
organization, we have got to be more inclusive with all of 
our endeavors and invite our non-traditional partners to 
work with us as we continue to push this Public Health 
Agenda. 

And now as I sail off into the sunset after this wonderful 
year as president, and we bring in our newly elected 
President and officers, I would ask that you as members 
and friends of the Association be as supportive as you 
can to not only the officers, but to the Association, as 
well.  If you didn’t agree with or like something that 
occurred last year, get involved and work towards 
rectifying the concerns that you may have.  But 
remember, the Association is only as strong as its 
membership.   
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May 2012 Annual Meeting 
Jan Cooke 

Once again, everyone enjoyed a grand conference with 
outstanding speakers.  While it was difficult for many 
participants to attend the meeting, we ended up with an 
eager, engaged group.  From the first sessions Tuesday, 
May 22 to the closing speaker Friday, May 25, the 
presenters gave educational, entertaining, and 

informative 
information in all 
of the plenary 
and concurrent 
sessions.  

Continuing 
education credits 
were offered for 
sessions each day. 

Topics included 
preparedness, 
nutrition, health 
education, nursing, 
alcohol and drug 
abuse, social work, 
work force development, current trends in public health, 
student research papers, stroke, head lice, health care 
reform, a cooking demo, hot topics regarding youth, 
breast-feeding and how to be psychologically healthy as a 
public health worker. 

28 participants qualified for the public health 
preparedness scholarships.  93 people attended along 

with 18 exhibitors, 
and 30 speakers. 
Thanks to all who 
attended and 
participated in the 

conference, giving 
your time and 
money to be there. 

A big thank you 
goes to the program 
committee and the 
convention 
committees’ chairs 
and members for all the time spent planning the 
conference and working the various stations while at the 
annual meeting. 

A last minute silent auction 
brought over $1400, and the 
turtle races raised over $2000.  
Thanks to everyone who 
donated items for the auction 
and races; gave their time to 
help in both events; and those 
who participated by donating 
their funds.  These monies 
will help with educational 
activities throughout the year. 

Also, thanks to everyone who 
completed an evaluation 
form.  This feedback helps to 
assess what was offered and 

assists us in planning for future annual meetings.  The 
convention coordinators and committee chairs, the 
program chairs, and the President appreciate your 
opinions, suggestions, and thoughts! 

Mark Your Calendars!  Save your money!  Plan to be 
there! 

Next year, the annual meeting will be jointly with the 
Southern Health Association at Springmaid Beach 
Resort Hotel and Conference, May 21 – 24, 2013.  We 
look forward to seeing you there in 2013.  There will 
be many more details to follow, here in the Bulletin 
and online at www.scpha.com. 

Want a better 
conference experience?  
Sign-up for a 
committee, volunteer 
for an activity, get your 
good ideas to a 
member of governing 
council – and be sure to 
renew your 
membership! 
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It was a pleasure to have the Southern Health 
Association President, Warren McDougle, and his 
wife Bonnie participate in the annual meeting.  Mr. 
McDougle started his term at the annual meeting in 
Kentucky the end of March.  Not only was South 
Carolina the first state for him to visit as President, it 
will be where he ends his tenure next May.  

The Southern Health Association (SHA) Annual 
Meeting will be in conjunction with the South 
Carolina Public Health Association (SCPHA) 
Annual Meeting May 21-24, 2013 at Springmaid 
Beach Resort Hotel and Conference Center. The 
President-Elect, Sue Parker from Arkansas, will 
serve on the planning committee along with a few 
other members of SHA. The group looks forward to 
meeting with us next spring. 

Southern Health Association 
Richard Funderburk, SHA Representative 

Exhibits 

Silent Auction 

Leah Dorman, President-Elect 

Leah Dorman, President-Elect 

We are a great showing of exhibits this year at 
the annual meeting, including a couple of new 
ones. They were pleased with overall 
interaction between attendees and vendors. 
They also enjoyed the exhibitor game this year, 
and we hope you did as well. Each vendor is a 
vital part of our Association, giving of their 
time and resources to SCPHA throughout the 
year, not just at the annual meeting. We hope 
you take the opportunity to let each one know 
how much you appreciate their support. 

With the exhibitor game this year, we tried to 
come up with a way to encourage more 
interaction among vendors and attendees. The 
sticker seemed to do the trick as we saw many 
of you playing along. We had approximately 
40 cards submitted for the drawing of $100.  In 
additional to this prize, Teddy Calcina of the 
Calcina Agency, Inc. donated another $100 so we could 
give away two prizes. The completed cards were shuffled 
and presented blindly to President Larry White and 
President-Elect Vickie Blair for each of them to draw a 
winner. Winners this year of $100 each were Jill Varn and 
Garrett Gardner. Congratulations to both! 

If you have suggestions for potential vendors, please 
contact Leah Dorman. 

Thank you to everyone who donated items, purchased 
items, and helped assemble the Silent Auction for this 
year's annual meeting. We were successful in raising over 
$1,400 for SCPHA thanks to your generous efforts and 
continued support of SCPHA. 
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2012 Contributed Papers & Poster Sessions 
Judith W. Alexander, PhD, RN, APHN, BC 

The co-chairs for the 2012 Contributed Papers session and 
moderator for that session were Judith W. Alexander and 
Miriam Evans. Other committee members were Winston 
Abara, Edgar (Andy) Blackwell, Dena Garner, Sun 
(Kevin) Han, Audrey McCrary-Quarles, and Joseph (Lee) 
Pearson.   Four oral presentations and four poster 
presentations were given at the Annual Conference in 
Myrtle Beach on May 23, 2012. Listed below are the titles 
and authors of the presentations. 

ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

Samantha M. Hayes received her Bachelor of Science 
in Exercise Science from Winston-Salem State University 
in March 2010 and her Masters of Social Work from the 
University of South Carolina in May 2012.  While in 
graduate school, she has worked as a Social Work Intern 
at Burton-Park Elementary School and a Therapeutic 
Counselor at Carolina Children’s Home, both in 
Columbia, SC.  Her interest in obesity among women 
veterans is ongoing and she has explored whether the fact 
that obesity and higher cardiorespiratory fitness (CRF) 
are associated with a lower mortality 
risk in men from the Veterans 
Exercise Testing Study (VETS) also 
occurs in women from the VETS.  
The title of her presentation was 
“Fitness versus Fatness in Women 
from the Veterans Exercise Testing 
Study (VETS)”, co-authored with 
Ricardo B. Oliveira, (Rio de Janeiro 
State University, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil), and Paul A. McAuley  (Winston-Salem State 
University, Winston- Salem, NC).  For this presentation, 
Ms. Hayes received a SCPHA Contributed Papers Award, 
and the South Carolina Medicine and Public Health 
Institute Outstanding Student Award for the highest 
scoring abstract submitted. 

L. Scott Kirby received his Bachelor of Science in 
Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Management in 2006 
from Clemson University and is currently a tax specialist 
at the Charleston County Auditor’s Office in Charleston, 
SC. He started working for Charleston County while 
completing his Master of Science in Health, Exercise, and 
Sport Science, which he received in May 2012 from The 
Citadel. While at The Citadel, he served as a graduate 
assistant, where he developed experience in instruction 
and further understanding of the health and exercise 
science field. By doing so, he instructed undergraduate 
level courses such as racquetball, weight training, and 
golf. Additionally, he studied childhood obesity and 

possible solutions to this epidemic. In doing so, he 
became involved 
with an after-
school physical 
activity program, 
where he spent a 
semester taking 
BMI and 
pedometer 
measurements to 
make 
recommendations to further improve a program that was 
already in place. He enjoys his focus of research with 
children, for he believes this to be a vital part of their 
lifetime development.  The title of his presentation was 
“Effects of Afterschool Programming on Body Mass 
Index, Body Composition, and Activity Levels in K 
through 5th Grade,” co-authored with Dena Garner 
(Department of Health, Exercise, and Sport Science, The 
Citadel, Charleston, SC).  For this presentation, Mr. Kirby 
received a SCPHA Contributed Papers Award. 

Nancy Haynsworth has served for five 
years as the Aquatics and Fitness 
Coordinator at Air Force Joint Base 
Charleston (recently Naval Weapons 
Station Charleston). Mrs. Haynsworth 
previously worked in the worldwide 
aquatics industry for over 20 years in 
both the military and civilian 
communities.   She is an American Red 

Cross-certified Instructor Trainer in multiple areas 
including Water Safety and Lifeguarding and is an avid 
marathon swimmer.  Mrs. Haynsworth received a MA in 
Human Relations from University of Oklahoma in 1982, a 
MA in Public Administration from Golden Gate 
University in 1984, a MS in Health Exercise and Sport 
Science from the Citadel in 2010, and is presently a 
doctoral candidate in Public Health at Capella University.  
The title of her presentation was “American Red Cross 
Learn to Swim Program: Outcomes among African 
American Children in Charleston, SC.” For this 
presentation, Mrs. Haynsworth received a SCPHA 
Contributed Papers Award. 

Caroline Foster and Soo Yun Kim presented the last 
oral presentation. Ms. Foster earned her M.A. in 
Journalism and Mass Communications at the University 
of South Carolina in 2000 and is currently a third-year 
Ph.D. in the same School.  Her research interests include 

(Continued on page 7) 
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2012 Contributed Papers & Poster Sessions 

health 
communication, 
new media, and 
public 
understanding of 
science. She is 
currently working 
as a student 
research project 
manager on a 

$250,000 grant exploring perceptions about clinical trials, 
especially in rural South Carolina. She formerly worked 
as editor of South Carolina Wildlife magazine, where her 
love of science communication began.  

Ms. Foster grew up in the South Carolina 
Lowcountry. Ms. Soo Yun Kim is a second-year M.A. 
student in the University of South Carolina’s School of 
Journalism and Mass Communications. In 2010, she 
received a Bachelor of Science in Management from 

Purdue 
University, 
West 
Lafayette, 
Indiana.  
Her research 
interests 

focuses on strategic communication to improve the flow 
of information and increase public awareness of social 
issues. Particularly, she is interested in studying media 
effects on the public’s attitudes and behaviors related to 
health and science issues. Ms. Kim is from Seoul, South 
Korea.  The title of their presentation was “Tracking 
Health Care Costs in the News:  An Evaluation of How 
U.S. News Media Presented the Issue of Health Care 
Costs from 1993-2010,” co-authored with Andrea Tanner, 
and Sei-Hill Kim (both from USC School of Journalism 
and Mass Communications). For this presentation, Ms. 
Foster and Ms. Kim received a SCPHA Contributed 
Papers Award. 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

One poster was presented by Caroline Bergeron and 
Caroline Foster.  Ms. Bergeron is a DrPH student in the 
Department of Health 
Promotion, Education, and 
Behavior, USC Arnold 
School of Public Health; 
and Ms. Foster’s 
biographical information is 
given above with the Oral 

presentation she co-authored. The title of their poster was 
“Current State of Clinical Trials Recruitment in Rural 
South Carolina: Are Public Health and Medical 
Investigators Reaching Potentially Eligible Participants? 
“co-authored with Daniela B. Friedman (Department of 
Health Promotion, Education, and Behavior , USC Arnold 
School of Public Health),  Andrea H. Tanner, and Sei-Hill 
Kim (the last two from USC College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications) . 

Tiffany H. Williams presented two posters. Mrs. 
Williams graduated from MUSC with a BSN in 1990, 
received her MSN in 2001, and her DNP in 2012.  She 
worked as an RN and specialized in working with 
children with chronic illnesses in a variety of settings.   
Her areas of interest are childhood obesity, and teen 
parenting.  Mrs. Williams is also an Instructor in the 
College of Nursing.  She is the BSN Pediatric Course 
Coordinator at the Medical University of South Carolina 
College of Nursing. Her posters were titled “Community 
Approach to Preventing Health Disparities of 
Adolescents and Their Children,” and “Disparities in 
Hypertension Prevalence among Obese Children and 
Adolescents,” the latter co-authored with Jennifer Paige, 
Janet Carter, and Melissa Henshaw (all from the College 
of Nursing, Medical University of South Carolina, 
Charleston, SC). 

Alicia Stevenson is a senior in the bachelor’s degree 
program in Nutrition and Food Management at South 
Carolina State 
University.  
She is an active 
member Kappa 
Omnicom Nu, 
The American 
Association of 
Family and 
Consumer 
Sciences, and member of the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics.  She is also the secretary of the Hospitality and 
Recognition Committee for the department of Family and 
Consumer Sciences at South Carolina State University. 
The title of her poster was “Implementing Physical 
Activity and Nutrition through use of Technology to 
combat Overweight and Obesity in Elementary School 

Aged Children,” co-authored 
with several students (several of 
whom were in attendance) from 
Health Sciences and Physical 
Education, South Carolina State 
University, Orangeburg, SC. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Awards Committee 
Gloria McCurry, Chair 2011-2012 

This year’s Awards Luncheon was held on Wednesday, May 23, 2012.  The Association honored the following 
individuals:    

Award  Recipient 

Public Health Nursing Award Ellen B. Cooper, RN, BSN 

Lucinda Thomas Award Barbara Wright Downs 

Ann G. Owens Management Support Award Tammy Thomasson 

President’s Award Lillie M. Hall 

President’s Award SCPHA Student Forum 

A special thanks to Donna Culbreath, Carlon Mitchell, Otis Outing, Phillipine 
Outing, and Rosa Patterson for their help in making this a special event. 
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Nominating Committee 
Sue Ferguson, 2011-2012 Chair 

Congratulations to the 2012 – 2013 SCPHA Governing Council Officers! 

President:  Vicki Blair 

President-Elect:  Leah Dorman 

Vice President:  Leanne Bailey 

Secretary:  Gloria McCurry 

Treasurer:  Lillie Hall 

Tammy Thomasson, Member-at-Large (2011-2013) 

Michelle Myer, Member-at-Large (2011-2013) 

Verna Faust, Member-at-Large (2012-2014) 

Mitzi Grappone, Member-at-Large (2012-2014) 

The Nominating Committee was chaired by Sue Ferguson.  
Other committee members included Jan Cooke, Gloria 
McCurry, and Jasper Varn.  Ballots were counted at the 
Annual Meeting and results announced during the Business 
Meeting on May 23, 2012.  Thanks to everyone for their 
assistance during the past year in identifying candidates for 
office.  SCPHA has many qualified individuals who have 
the necessary skills needed in order to serve in a leadership 
position; however, due to extenuating circumstances 
(work, personal obligations, etc.) some of them could not 
see fit to run this year.  We do hope individuals and other 
qualified members will consider running for office in the 
near future. 

Governing Council Members preparing 
to Light Their Candles, Light Their 

Worlds — Our theme for 2012-2013. 
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Turtle Track Races and Adoption 
Richard Funderburk, Turtle Tracks Chair 

Thanks to all who participated in the 
adoption of over 600 turtles this year!  

Much appreciation to those who donated 
prizes and time to this fund raising event. 
Besides fun being had by all as we sat by the 
pool to watch the races, once again it was a 
success with over $2000.00 raised!  

This money goes to help with various 
associate activities throughout the year. 

Top winners of the turtle 
races were: 

1st place: Wells Carter 

2nd place: Norma Foley 

3rd place: Vicki Hinson 

Last place: Arleen Fincher 

Middle-of-the-pack: Sheila Van 
Vlake 

Other winners included: 

Mitzi Grappone, Megan Weis, Judy Alexander, Jill Varn, 
Cathy Hotl, Frankie Peters, Mary Fechtel, Patricia 
Williams, Mable Scott, Jopelyn Bliton, Sharon Crosley, 
John Catellano, Derlene Naylor, Tammy Thomasson, 
Tammy Thomas, Mary Edmonds, Carla Beckwith, Vickie 
Mickowerki, Kaden Clamphett, Deana Allison, and Jenny 
Bell. 

Thank you to all who sold tickets and to all who 
purchased tickets. You helped to make this year's event a 
success for SCPHA and we appreciate you! 
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2012 Conference Photos: Faces (and more) 
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The 2012 membership drive was held January 31 through 
March 30.  Chair, Priscilla White, donated the prize funds 
of more than $150.  Section Chairs were encouraged to 
challenge their members to participate in the membership 
drive.  Ginna Goode and the Student Forum were the 
2012 winners; together, they recruited more than 10 new 
members.   We congratulate Ms. Goode as a 2nd time 
winner of the contest; she deserves many accolades for 
her diligence and support to bringing in new 
membership; please keep up the great work!  Recruitment 
occurred via the SCPHA display at numerous events 
including the annual WIC conference, Palmetto Health 
event (Women at Heart), the Winter Conference, the 
Public Health Month kick-off and others.  Finally, efforts 

were made to update and reprint the membership 
brochure; copies were available at the membership booth 
during annual meeting.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated and we hope that you will keep the 
Association in mind when you are considering gifts for 
friends, family and foes; a membership can make a great 
gift for any occasion! 
The committee along with the Public Information 
Committee has been working on a new membership 
brochure that will be available soon and you will also be 
able to download it from the SCPHA website - check back 
periodically for the revised copy - OR you can request a 
copy from Jan Cooke by emailing her 
at scpha@scpha.com 

Membership Committee 
Priscilla White, Chair 2011-2012 

Administrator's Report 

If you haven’t checked out the website recently, do so 
NOW!  The site has information regarding member 
benefits, Governing Council meeting minutes, 
newsletters, links to information about hot public health 
topics and more! 

Access the Members Only Section: 

Locate the Services Box on the Home Page of 
www.scpha.com.  Type the email address you use for 
your SCPHA correspondence into the Member Login 
Box.  Use your membership number (look on your card) 
as your password.   

Explore the Membership Directory.  First, check your 
member profile and make sure all the information is 
current.  If not, enter the corrections and make sure to 
click on “Update.” 

Then look in the directory for a friend to make sure he or 
she is a member.  If you don’t find him or her listed, 
make a personal contact and encourage the person to 
join.  There is a membership recruitment contest going 
on now (see details in the Winter 2012 Bulletin).  Get 
enough folks to join and you may win! 

Jan Cooke, Administrator 

Call For Candidates!!! 
Gloria McCurry, 2012-2013 Nominating Committee 
Chair 

Are you or is someone you know interested in taking a 
more active role in SCPHA? Would you or someone 
you know like to learn more about Governing 
Council? 

If so, please consider running for a SCPHA office. In 
May, 2013, we will be holding elections for the following 
offices: 

President-elect; Vice President; Secretary; and 2 Member
-at-Large seats (2-year term). For a complete description 
of qualifications for these positions, as well as the 
responsibilities, please visit our website at 
www.scpha.com, click on the "WHO WE ARE" tab 
across the top, select "Governing Documents", and then 
Constitution/By-Laws and Policies/Procedures. 

Nominations DEADLINE is March 15, 2013! 
Nominations will be accepted via email, fax, or mail, but 
ABSOLUTELY must be received by 5:00 pm on March 
15, 2013 or postmarked on March 15, 2012. For more 
information, contact Gloria McCurry, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee. 

Email: mccurrga@dhec.sc.gov 

Phone: (803) 898-0721  

Fax: (803) 898-0897 

DON’T WAIT, NOMINATE 

MARCH 16th WILL BE TOO 
LATE! 
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Legislative Committee 

The Legislative Committee recommended Representative 
Joan Brady, SC House of Representative, District 78 (R-
Richland County) to Governing Council on April 27, 
2012.  Governing Council unanimously approved the 
recommendation of Rep. Joan Brady as SCPHA Legislator 
of the Year. 

Rep. Brady is serving a 
fourth term in the SC House 
of Representatives (2005).  
She is a member of the 
prestigious House, Labor, 
Commerce and Industry 
Committee and chairs the 
Insurance Sub-
Committee.  She has been a 
champion of various public 
health efforts to protect 
South Carolina's children and families for years.  Rep. 
Brady serves as vice chair of the Joint Citizens and 
Legislative Committee on Children.  Committee issues 
include immunizations, childhood obesity, and safe sleep 
(infant mortality prevention).  She also serves as secretary 
of the House Ethics Committee and Majority Whip. 

Recent efforts include:  

primary sponsorship of a bill that requires hospital to 
give parents/caregivers of newborns (0-6 weeks) 
information on pertussis vaccine in order to cocoon/
protect the infant from infection (PENDING); 

successfully introduced/supported a bill that would 
eliminate the requirement of DHEC to notify school 
districts of the positive HIV status of students; and 
introduced the Cervical Cancer Act which requires 
education of 6th and 7th graders (middle school) 
about cervical cancer and the availability of the HPV 
Vaccine to this age group. (PENDING in the 
Senate).     

Read More about Representative Brady: 

Official Biography on scstatehouse.gov:  http://
www.scstatehouse.gov/member.php?
code=0179545433 

Biography posted by the Southeaster Institute for 
Women in Politics: http://scelectswomen.com/
candidates/joan_brady/ 

Michael Chappell, Legislative Committee Chair 

Resolutions 
Lavell Thornton, Resolutions Committee Chair 

The committee submitted a draft resolution Promoting 
Infant Mortality Awareness, Education, and 
Prevention to SCPHA Governing Council on April 27, 
2012.  The resolution was approved and will be 
presented for approval to the full body at the SCPHA 
May Annual Business Meeting in Myrtle Beach. 

Infant mortality refers to the death of a baby before his 
or her first birthday and the birth of a healthy baby is an 
important indicator for community health.  The South 
Carolina infant mortality rate remains higher than the 
latest reported US infant mortality rate of 6.75 deaths 
per 1,000 live births in 2007 and has the 46th highest 
infant mortality rate in the US (National Center for 
Health Statistics).  The South Carolina infant mortality 
rate was 7.4 infant deaths per every 1,000 live births in 
2010 with congenital malformations/deformations, 
prematurity/low birth weight and sudden infant death 
syndrome as the leading causes of infant deaths 
(Division of Biostatistics, DHEC).  While there have 
been reductions in the overall state infant mortality rate 
in the past 20 years, there is still much work to be done 
to address the factors that contribute to infant mortality 
and to assure that mothers have early access into a 
continuous system of medical care. 

A resolution acknowledging the passing of Dr. George 
“Tom” Fabian (August 2011) was shared during the 
annual meeting.   Dr. Fabian was a dedicated public 
health servant, in the US Air Force, in the DHEC Upper 
Savannah Region, and Later in the DHEC Bureau of 
Disease Control. He was a member of the Disease 
Control Section.  A fifty-dollar contribution (in honor of 
Dr. Fabian) was sent to the Riverland Hills Baptist 
Church Mission Fund in Irmo, SC.  
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I have been honored and privileged to have been the 
Health Education Section Chairperson for almost two 
years and I very much appreciate all your support and 
encouragement during that time.   

Below, please find a summary of the fiscal year’s Health 
Education Section happenings and accomplishments – 
you should ALL be proud to be in the SCPHA!  

Bi-Monthly Meetings:  The Health Education Section 
was very active and held four face-to-face section 
meetings during the year, other important updates and 
discussions were done via email participation.  

Lunch & Learn Speakers:  Besides the regular business 
meetings, the Health Education Section had two speakers, 
Lorraine Dillon presented on “Protecting Personal 
Information” and Tramaine Paul presented Part One: 
Knowledge Management and will present Part Two later 
in the year.  

Health Education Section Service Projects:  

Health Education School Supply Drive:  The Health 
Education Section exceeded their goal of collecting school 
supplies for Cooperative Ministry. Sixteen packs of loose 
leaf paper, 52 packs of pencils, 43 boxes of crayons, 65 2-
pocket folders, 52 spiral notebooks, 31 3-ring binders, 32 
packs of pens, and plenty more of other school supplies 
were collected and donated.  

Holiday Helpings and Hope – Thanksgiving Service 
Project:  The Health Education Section provided 3 food 
boxes, a $20 gift card and $20.00 to the family we selected 
to sponsor during the Thanksgiving Holidays.  

Holiday Helpings and Hope – Christmas Service 
Project:  The Health Education Section solicited help to 
collect items for a local family that has a child with an 
illness and collected four boxes of wish list items and gift 
cards for our adopted family.  

Other Projects:  

Though non-perishable food and money was collected for 
Harvest Hope Food Bank and toys were collected for the 
Toys-4-Tots Campaign, participants were encouraged to 
donate throughout the year as opposed to only donating 
for the season.    

2012 SCPHA Annual Meeting:  

On Thursday May 24 at the Annual Meeting, the Health 
Education, Social Work and Nutrition Sections will have a 
joint meeting, speakers are:  “Coordinated Chronic 
Disease Prevention: Opportunities for SC” presented by 
our own Megan Weis, DrPH, MPH, MCHES - SC Institute 

for Medicine and Public Health and Sandra Jeter, MSW, 
LISW-AP—SC DHEC and “Alternative Medicine: Pro or 
Con?”  Sharm Steadman, Pharm D, BCPS, FASHP, CDE, 
Professor, USC Dept of Family and Preventive Medicine, 
Palmetto Richland Hospital.  

Thanks to our 2011 – 2012 Section Officers and Standing 
Committee Members:  
Officers 

 Chair: Lorraine Dillon 

 Chair-Elect: Johnese Bostic 

 Vice Chair: Keisha Hightower 

 Secretary: Xavery Hopkins 

 Members-at-Large: Suzanne Sanders & Barbara 
Downs 

Standing Committee Members / Alternates 

 Continuing Education: Suzanne Sanders 

 Legislative: Lavell Thornton 

 Membership: Lillie Hall / Priscilla White 

 Program/Annual Meeting: Audrey McCrary-
Quarles / Xavery Hopkins & Miriam Evans 

 Winter Conference: Amber Whaley / Jeannie Gibson 

 Public Health Month: Lorraine Dillon 

 Public Information: Barbara Downs 

 Student Scholarships: Megan Weiss 

Congratulations to your NEW Section Officers and 
Standing Committee Members for 2012 – 2013!  
Officers 

 Chair: Johnese Bostic 

 Chair-Elect: Keisha Hightower 

 Vice Chair: Suzanne Sanders 

 Secretary: Miriam Evans 

 Members-at-Large: Barbara Downs & Xavery 
Hopkins 

Standing Committee Members / Alternates 

 Continuing Education: Suzanne Sanders  

 Legislative: Lavell Thornton / Allison Rapp 

 Membership: Lillie Hall / Priscilla White 

 Program/Annual Meeting: Audrey McCrary-
Quarles / Megan Weiss & Miriam Evans 

 Winter Conference: David McGlothlin / Larry White 

 Public Health Month: Lillie Hall / Johnese Bostic 

 Public Information: Keisha Hightower  

Health Education Section 
Lorraine Dillon, Chair 2011-2012 
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Public Health Nursing Section 

Carolane Bagnal, Chair 2011-2012 

Congratulations to your NEW Section Officers and 
Standing Committee Members for 2012 – 2013!  

Officers 

Chair: Marcy Hall 

Vice Chair: Michelle Myer 

Secretary: Jean Jackson 

Members-at-Large: Marie Knight & Carolane Bagnal 

Standing Committee Members / Alternates 

Program/Annual Meeting: Barbara Charles 

Congratulations to your NEW Section Officers and 
Standing Committee Members for 2012 – 2013!  

Officers 
Chair: Lynnore Liggins  
Chair-Elect: Garrett Gardner 
Vice Chair: Jill Varn 
Secretary: Donna Culbreath 
Members-at-Large: Tammy Thomasson 

Standing Committee Members / Alternates 
Continuing Education: Tammy Thomasson 
Legislative: Jackie Moore / Tammy Thomasson 
Membership: Garrett Gardner 
Program / Annual Meeting: Leah Dorman / Tammy 
Thomasson 
Winter Conference: Donna Culbreath / Tammy 
Thomasson 
Public Health Month: Leah Dorman / Tammy Thomasson 
Public Information: Gloria McCurry 

Community service projects for the coming year: 

 Back to School Project – Leah Dorman (Lead) 

 USO Project – Donna Culbreath (Lead) 

 Gas Ticket Sale – Gloria McCurry (Lead) 

 Independence House – Easter Project 

 Joint Meeting with Student Section – Lynnore 
Liggings (Lead) 

Each project has a lead person who is responsible for 
getting any necessary info out to the section members.  
Info on future meetings will be sent out as needed.   

Management Support 
Section 

Tammy Thomasson Chair 2011-2012 

Environmental Health Section 
Ronald Walker, Chair 2011-2012 

Congratulations to your NEW Section Officers and 
Standing Committee Members for 2012 – 2013! 

Officers 

Chair: Melissa Tyler 

Chair-Elect: Kevin Taylor 

Vice Chair: Lydia Frass) 

Secretary: Sue Ferguson 

Members-at-Large: Wesley Bolding* & Eric Rogers 

*Completing Vicki Blair’s current Member-at-Large 
term 

Standing Committee Members / Alternates 

Continuing Education: Jasper Varn 

Legislative: Michael Chappell 

Membership: Sue Ferguson 

Public Health Month: Sue Ferguson 

Activities/Accomplishments: 

 The Environmental Health Section held its business 
meeting on Thursday, May 24th, during the SCPHA 
Annual Meeting.  Seven members were in 
attendance. 

 2012-2013 Section Officers were elected (see above).  
Melissa Tyler (Incoming Chair) will finalize section 
appointments to the Standing Committees. 

 Congratulations to Vicki Blair as she begins her term 
as SCPHA’s President ! 

Nutrition Section 
Karla Beckwith, Chair 2011-2012 

Congratulations to your NEW Section Officers and 
Standing Committee Members for 2012 – 13! 

Officers 

Chair: Sylvia Blyth 

Member-at-Large: Betty Washington 

Standing Committee Members / Alternates 

Program / Annual Meeting: Karla Beckwith 
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Student Section 

Congratulations to your NEW Section Officers and 
Standing Committee Members for 2012 – 2013! 

Officers 

Chair: Daria Winnicka 

Chair-Elect: Oghenekaro Omodior 

Vice Chair: Caroline Bergeron 

Members-at-Large: Brittany Prince & Andrew Barbieri 

The Student Forum (now Section) had a successful year 
with expanding recruitment, guest speakers, volunteer 
events, and social events.  The Student Forum has about 

57 members to date, and we hope to continue to expand 
recruitment across the state of South Carolina in the 
upcoming year.  We had several guest speakers come and 
talk to the students to about various jobs, skills needed 
for jobs, and other advice that student may need to help 
advance their career.  We had Michael Byrd, Priscilla 
White, Carmen Wilson, and Kayce Singletary.  We also 
had several hands on volunteer events for the students to 
participate in.  

Successful Volunteer Events for 2011-2012: 

 River Sweep at Riverbanks Zoo 

 Harvest Hope Food Bank 

 Sponsor a Family for Christmas 

 Ronald McDonald House 

 Relay for Life 

Along with our successful volunteer events, we held two 
social events for the students and other members of the 
association.  We had a decent turnout for both, and it 
gave our students a chance to interact with one another 
and meet some other members in the association.  We 
hope to continue these same traditions and successes with 
our new leadership for the upcoming year! (Pics from 
Facebook: Search for South Carolina Public Health Association 
Student Section.)  

Danielle Center, Chair 2011-2012 

Ten students submitted applications to the SCPHA 
Scholarship Committee for consideration for the Public 
Health Scholarship and five of them also applied for the 
Malcolm U. Dantzler Scholarship.  In reviewing eligibility 
criteria regarding SCPHA membership, four applications 
had to be removed from consideration due to the 
applicant’s failure to meet these criteria.  The Scholarship 
Committee consisted of the following members:  Vicki 
Blair, Chair; Tammy Thomasson, Leanne Bailey, Megan 
Weis, Mike Byrd, and Blake Faulkenberry.  Each 
committee member received scoring sheets to assist in the 
selection process.  It was a very competitive field of 
applicants, making the selection difficult.  I want to thank 
all of the committee members who gave of their time to 
choose the Scholarship winners for the 2012. 

2012 SCPHA Scholarship Winners 
Malcolm U. Dantzler Scholarship Award –  Nan Carter 

Public Health Scholarship Award – Otis Owens 

Public Health Scholarships 
Vicki Blair, President 
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2012 Fitness Challenge 
Lillie Hall, Chair 

SCPHA held its 2nd Annual Statewide Fitness Challenge from February 6, 2012 to March 30, 2012.  There were 
approximately 150 participants.  In 2011, we made several round-trips to Hollywood, CA.  This year we were able to 
walk to Anchorage, Alaska logging more than 20,830,639 steps (10,415 miles).  Sorry, I chose the destination so that I 
could visit my brother!  The winners were announced at Public Health Month on April 3, 2012 (see list below).  The 
evaluation was really good; many want to see it happen again in 2013! Those completing the evaluation were entered 
into a drawing for a $10 gift card (Subway or Bi-Lo) and the winner was Ms. Evonne Renfroe who selected a Subway 
card. 

SCPHA was proud to partner with the Healthy Palmetto Program (Ava Dean @ Palmetto Health) for a second year and 
look forward to their continued support for future challenges.  The challenge received an endorsement from the SC 
Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and also received honorable attention from SCPHA’s national affiliate, the 
American Public Health Association; the challenge was featured in the May/June issue of the Nation’s Health, a national 
publication. 

AWARDS: Most Active STATEWIDE Winners received a $75 check, $25 gift card and a bag full of goodies, Most Active 
REGIONAL Winners received a $25 check and a bag full of goodies including a coupon for a FREE 6-Pack of Dasani 
Water and HONORABLE MENTIONS received a Sweat Towel or Lunch Bag and FREE 6-Pack of Dasani Water.  *Note:  
Winners only received one prize, so if they are listed as the regional winner and the statewide winner, they received the 
statewide prize package.   

Congrats to all the winners and honorable mentions listed below: 

Statewide Winners 

Most Active Male - James Vavra (Low Country) 

Most Active Female - Karin Oehring (Low Country) 

Midlands 1 

Most Active Male - Randy Thompson 

Most Active Female - Wanda Small 

Honorable Mentions - Alice Brite and Susan Butts 

Midlands 2 

Most Active Male - Trey Reed 

Most Active Female - Amanda Hair 

Honorable Mention - Dianna Lydiard 

Low Country 

Most Active Male - James Vavra (Statewide) 

Most Active Female - Karin Oehring (Statewide) 

Honorable Mentions - Paula Young, Debbie Cockrell, 
Jason Zwiker, and Sarah Latshaw 

Most Honorable Mention - Karina Kalbfleisch 

Pee Dee 

Most Active Male - Tom Russo 

Most Active Female - Ethel Eckenstein 

Honorable Mentions - Judy Gulledge and Gale Marlowe 

Piedmont 1 

Most Active Male - Brian Kemp 

Most Active Female - Stephanie Bobak 

Honorable Mention - Tamela Markel 

Piedmont 2 (*There were no males registered in the 
challenge, so 2 females were chosen) 

Most Active Female - Lynda Rutledge 

Most Active Female - Stephanie Hackett 

The committee, Lillie Hall, Ava Dean, Johnese Bostic and 
Keisha Hightower, would like to thank SCPHA 
leadership, all of the participants and supporters for 
another successful event.  WE would especially like to 
thank the Past President’s who donated money toward 
the prize pool; your support is invaluable and we look 
forward to your continued support!  

If you were unable to participate this year, get a head-
start by visiting www.americaonthemove.org and register 
as a member!  For those who participated, we hope that 
the challenged afforded you an opportunity to make 
healthier decisions and adopt a healthier lifestyle!  Ciao! 
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Annual Conference 2012: More Memories 
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The deadline for the Winter 2013 Issue of SCPHA's 
Newsletter is Friday, December 14.  Please submit all articles 
to Editor, Gloria A. McCurry, at mccurrga@dhec.sc.gov.   

Questions??? Call Gloria at  803-898-0721. 

Guidelines for preparing and submitting your articles or 
announcements for The Bulletin, along with deadlines, 
publications dates and advertising rates are available on the 
SCPHA website at http://www.scpha.com. We look 
forward to receiving your contributions and news items. 

Annual Conference 2012: More Memories 

Public Information Committee 
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